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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 SAO PAULO 2226 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, SHUM, ENGR, BR 

SUBJECT: ABI PROTESTS PRESS CENSORSHIP ON PETROLEUM ISSUE AT 
IAPA MEETING 

REF: SAO PAULO 2223 

SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO A STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE BRAZILIAN 
PRESS ASSOCIATION, OPPOSITION JOURNALS, ON PAIN OF RECEIVING 
MORE DRASTIC PRESS RESTRICTIONS, HAVE BEEN PROHIBITED FROM MAKING ANY 
COMMENT ON THE GOVERNMENT'S RECENT DECISION CONCERNING PRIVATE 
PETROLEUM CONTRACTS. NOR, THESE JOURNALS REPORTEDLY HAVE BEEN 
WARNED, SHOULD THEY BE AIRING THEIR CENSORSHIP PROBLEMS IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS. AT THE IAPA GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING IN 
SAO PAULO RUMORS HAVE CIRCULATED THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT RES- 
TRICTIONS ARE NOT CONFINED TO THE OIL ISSUE, BUT MAY HAVE ALSO BEEN 
INTENDED TO INTIMIDATE IAPA'S BRAZILIAN DELEGATES FROM PRO- 
TESTING, OR AT LEAST TO INDUCING THEM TO TONE DOWN THEIR PROTESTS, 
AGAINST PRESS CENSORSHIP IN BRAZIL. NEVERTHELESS, THERE WAS A 
RELATIVELY COMPREHENSIVE DISCUSSION ON BRAZIL IN THE IAPA FREEDOM 
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OF PRESS COMMITTEE AND THIS PARTICULAR SESSION WAS ADEQUATELY 
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COVERED IN "O ESTADO" AND OTHER LEADING BRAZILIAN MEDIA. 

1. DURING THE OCTOBER 21 MORNING SESSION OF THE FREEDOM OF THE 
PRESS AND INFORMATION COMMITTEE OF THE INTER AMERICAN PRESS 
ASSOCIATION (IAPA), WHICH IS HOLDING ITS 31ST ANNUAL MEETING THIS 
WEEK IN SAO PAULO, A COMMUNIQUE SENT BY THE ASSOCIACAO BRASILEIRA 
DE IMPRENSA (ABI) TO IUSTICE MINISTER FALCAO ON OCTOBER 17 WAS 
READ TO THE COMMITTEE BY THIS YEAR'S OUTGOING IAPA PRESIDENT IULIO 
DE MESQUITA NETO, OWNER AND DIRECTOR OF "O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO' 1 . 
KEY PORTIONS OF THE ABI COMMUNIQUE ARE AS FOLLOWS: "IN OUR PREVIOUS 
MESSAGE WE EXPRESSED TO YOUR EXCELLENCY OUR APPREHENSIONS WITH 
RESPECT TO THE STEPS BEING FOLLOWED BY CENSORSHIP (AUTHORITIES), 
WHICH COULD, WE SAID AT THAT TIME, LEAD TO NEW AND MORE 

SERIOUS PRESS LIMITATIONS. WE REGRET TO CONFIRM THE DEGREE TO 
WHICH OUR APPREHENSIONS HAVE BEEN WELL FOUNDED. IN FACT . . . 

IN A MEETING CONVOKED BY US NOT ONLY WAS THERE CONFIRMED THE 
PROHIBITION WITH RESPECT TO ANY REFERENCE TO THE GOVERNMENT 
DECISION CONCERNING RISK CONTRACTS OR EVEN ANY ITEM PERTAINING 
TO PETROBRAS AND PETROLEUM, BUT THERE WAS ALSO COMMUNICATED 
TO US A SURPRISING DECISION MADE BY THESE AGENCIES, THAT IS BY 
THE CENSURA FEDRAL, NOT TO REVEAL TO THE NATIONAL OR INTERNATIONAL 
PRESS THE PROHIBITIONS REFERRED TO, UNDER PENALTY OF MORE RIGOROUS 
SANCTIONS, WHICH COULD INCLUDE EVEN THE SHUTTING DOWN OF THE 
ENTERPRISES WHICH PUBLISHED THESE JOURNALS." THE OCTOBER 17TH 
COMMUNIQUE TO FALCAO, WHICH WAS SIGNED BY ABI PRESIDENT 
PRUDENTE DE MORAES NETO, IMPLIED THAT THE JOURNALS PARTICULARLY 
AFFECTED BY THE LATEST PROHIBITIONS CONCERNING PETROLEUM ISSUES, 
INCLUDED "TRIBUNA DA IMPRENSA", "PASQUIM", "OPINIAO" AND 
"MOVIMENTO" . 

2. A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE SAO PAULO-BASED OPPOSITION 

WEEKLY "MOVIMENTO" READ A STATEMENT TO THE COMMITTEE CONCERNING 
THAT JOURNAL S CENSORSHIP RESTRICTIONS WHICH BEGAIN WITH ITS VERY 
FIRST ISSUE EARLIER THIS YEAR. "MOVIMENTO" RECENTLY APPLIED FOR IAPA 
MEMBERSHIP. DURING A BRIEF COMMITTEE INTERLUDE, "MOVIMENTO" 
DIRECTOR ANTONIO CARLOS FERREIRA DESCRIBED TO CONGEN POLOFF AND 
10 THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING "MOVIMENTO’S" FAILURE TO BE 
PUBLISHED AND RELEASED OCTOBER 13. DURING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 6, 

IN THE FIRST GO- AROUND WITH THE CENSORS WITH RESPECT TO THE COPY 
FOR THE OCTOBER 13 ISSUE, "MOVIMENTO'S" PROPOSED ARTICLES 
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ATTACKING THE IMPENDING GOVERNMENT DECISION REGARDING PETROLEUM 
CONTRACTS WERE HEAVILY CENSORED, BUT SOME PORTIONS OF THESE 
ARTICLES SURVIVED THE CENSORS' SCISSORS. HOWEVER, ON OCTOBER 
10 THE FEDERAL POLICE IN SAO PAULO RECEIVED AN INSTRUCTION FROM 
BRASILIA THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO REFERENCE AT ALL TO THE RISK 
CONTRACT PROBLEM. AS THE FINAL LAYOUT FOR THE OCTOBER 13 
ISSUE WAS ON COLONEL BARRETO'S DESK (DPF SUPERINTENDENT IN 
SAO PAULO) FOR HIS FINAL APPROVAL WHEN THE BRASILIA ORDER WAS 
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RECEIVED, 

BARRETO PROHIBITED THE PUBLICATION OF THE ISSUE IN ITS ENTIRETY. 
(THE OCTOBER 20 ISSUE OF "MOVIMENTO" IS CIRCULATING THIS WEEK 
BUT WITHOUT ANY ARTICLES ON THE PETROLEUM QUESTION). 
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3. ACCORDING TO "OPINIAO" DIRECTOR FERNANDO GASPARIAN, THE 
DIRECTIVE IS AIMED PRINCIPALLY, IF NOT SOLELY, AT ALL THE JOURNALS 
OPPOSED TO RISK CONTRACTS. THOSE JOURNALS WHICH ARE 
PETROLEUM CONTRACT OPPONENTS AND WHICH ARE NOT PRESENTLY 
UNDER PRESS CENSORSHIP RUN THE RISK OF HAVING CENSORSHIP IMPOSED. 
"OPINIAO" IS NOT IN THIS CATEGORY SINCE IT IS CURRENTLY UNDER 
CENSORSHIP AND THE RESPONSIBILITY HERE LIES WITH THE CENSORS. 
HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO GASPARIAN AND OTHERS, THE THREAT IS MORE 
OPEN-ENDED. ACCORDING TO ONE VERSION CIRCULATING ON THE 
IAPA PRESS FREEDOM COMMITTEE FLOOR OCTOBER 21, THE GOVERNMENT 
THREATENED TO IMPOSE POLICE CENSORSHIP (AS OPPOSED TO SELF- 
CENSORSHIP) ON ANY JOURNAL NOT PRESENTLY UNDER POLICE 
CENSORSHIP WHICH PUBLISHES INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
CENSORSHIP RESTRICTIONS SUFFERED BY ANOTHER JOURNAL. (HOWEVER. 
MESQUITA'S STAFF ASSISTANT DENIED TO US THAT "O ESTADO" HAS 
RECEIVED SUCH AN ADMONISHMENT). IT IS ALSO RUMORED THAT THERE IS A 
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THREAT TO CLOSE DOWN ANY JOURNAL MENTIONED IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
PRESS AS HAVING LAID COMPLAINTS BEFORE IAPA CONCERNING THEIR 
SPECIFIC PROBLEMS WITH CENSORSHIP. ACCORDING TO ANOTHER REPORT 
WE HEARD FROM SEVERAL SOURCES, (BUT WHICH WE HAVE NOT CONFIRMED 
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WITH EDITORA ABRIL) VICTOR CIVITA, CERTAINLY NO OPPONENT OF PRIVATE 
FOREIGN OIL CONTRACTS, HAD A MEETING LAST WEEK IN BRASILIA WITH 
JUSTICE MINISTER FALCAO TO CLARIFY WARNINGS HE HAD RECEIVED THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT WOULD IN EFFECT CALL IN ITS LOANS TO ABRIL IF HIS 
PUBLICATIONS WERE NOT MORE COOPERATIVE. (COMMENT: WE ARE 
UNCERTAIN AS TO EXACTLY WHAT THIS MEANS; PERHAPS, IF TRUE, IT WAS 
INTENDED AS A WARNING NOT TO PROTEST AT IAPA THE CENSORSHIP 
RESTRICTIONS TO WHICH "VEJA" IS SUBJECT). ACCORDING TO 

GASPARIAN, FALCAO REAFFIRMED THE GOVERNMENT THREAT IN EVEN STRONGER 
TERMS THAN THE ORIGINAL VERSION. (WE NOTE THAT EDITORA ABRIL 
DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE IAPA FLOOR DEBATE ON BRAZIL, ALTHOUGH THE 
COMMITTEE SUMMARY ON THE BRAZILIAN SITUATION READ TO THE COMMITTEE 
JUST PRIOR TO THE FLOOR DEBATE WAS BASED ON A REPORT SUBMITTED BY 
THE BRAZILIAN REPRESENTATIVE TO THE COMMITTEE, WHO HAPPENS 
TO BE ONE OF THE DIRECTORS OF "EDITORA ABRIL".) 

4. THE ABI'S OCTOBER 17 COMMUNIQUE TO FALCAO WAS REPORTED 
IN "O ESTADO" AND OTHER BRAZILIAN PRESS MEDIA ON OCTOBER 

22. IN FACT, THE PRESS FREEDOM COMMITTEE SESSION WITH RESPECT 

TO BRAZIL WAS COMPREHENSIVELY COVERED IN "O ESTADO" OCTOBER 

22. BY READING THE ABI STATEMENT IN THE IAPA COMMITTEE AND IN 

PUBLISHING IT IN "O ESTADO" THE FOLLOWING DAY, MESQUITA. SOME 

DELEGATES BELIEVE IS CALLING THE GOVERNMENT S BLUFF. SEVERAL 

OF THOSE WITH WHOM WE SPOKE ASSERTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT. HAVING 

FAILED IN ITS ALLEGED GAMBIT TO GAG THE BRAZILIAN PRESS AT THE 

IAPA MEETING, NOW WOULD BE FORCED TO TAKE SOME ACTION TO 

SHOW THAT IT WAS NOT BLUFFING. (HOWEVER. WE NOTE THAT 

SAO PAULO GOVERNOR PAULY EGYDIO MARTINS FORMALLY OPENED 

THE IAPA GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON OCTOBER 22, AS SCHEDULED, AND FINANCE 

MINISTER SIMONSEN ADDRESSED THE GROUP ON OCTOBER 23). 

5. SOME BRAZILIAN JOURNALS HAVE PUBLISHED A TELEGRAM SENT BY 
THE PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS LABOR UNION OF SAO PAULO STATE TO 
PRESIDENT GEISEL PROTESTING THE RECENT ARREST OF SEVEN SAO PAULO 
JOURNALISTS, WITH SIMILAR PROTEST NOTES TO THE ABI AND TO IAPA 
PRESIDENT MESQUITA. NONE OF THE IAPA DELEGATES IN SAO PAULO, 

WHICH HAVE INCLUDED SEVERAL NEWSMEN AND WOMEN, WERE DIRECTLY 
RELATED TO THE MOVE AGAINST THE NEWSPAPERS ON THE OIL ISSUE. 

HOWEVER, THESE ARRESTS ARE VIEWED, PARTICULARLY BY THE LEFT WING 
JOURNALISTS, AS PART OF THE PROCESS, BEGUN MONTHS AGO, OF 
FINISHING OFF ANY PROSPECT FOR POLITICAL DISTENSAO. JOURNALS SUCH 
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AS "MOVIMENTO" REGARD THE RISK CONTRACT ISSUE AS A WATERSHED 
DECISION IN BRAZIL, ON THE ONE HAND MAKING FURTHER GOVERNMENT 
REPRESSION INEVITABLE AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, HELPING TO 
CRYSTALIZE AND CONCRETIZE THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION TO THE GOVERNMENT. 

6. THIS REPORT HAS BEEN COORDINATED WITH THE EMBASSY. 

EMBASSY CONCURS IN ITS TRANSMISSION. 

7. CONGEN COMMENT: AS A POSTSCRIPT TO REFTEL, WE SHOULD ADD 
THAT THERE IS SIGNIFICANT OPPOSITION TO THE GOVERNMENT'S OIL 
SERVICE CONTRACT DECISION WITHIN SAO PAULO ACADEMIC AND INTELL- 
ECTUAL CIRCLES, BUT THE PROTEST FROM THESE ELEMENTS HAS BEEN 
LARGELY MUTED SO FAR AS A RESULT OF THE CENSORSHIP INSTRUC- 
TIONS APPLIED TO OPPOSITION IOURNALS PROHIBITING THE PUBLICATION 
OF ARTICLES REFERRING TO THE RISK CONTRACT PROBLEM. 
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